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T h e  question is: Is the Depart- 
ment of E n e r s  on the level? 

Inquiring minds ivant to  know. 
Timothy Henderson, president 

of Residents Organized for the 
L e w i s t o n - P o r t e r  Envi ronment .  
claims that back in 1983, the en-  
ergy department quietly issued 
Order  .5820, ivhich reciassiiied the 
radioactive wastes at  the Siagrirn 
Falls Storage Site in the Town o i  
Lewiston as  l o ~ v  levei. thus r n -  
abling them to be  iandfiiled. 

Tha t  isn't t rue,  a spokesman 
for the e n e r < q  department says. 

T h e  e n e r , g  department n o n  
ivants to put ;I iinai cap, o r  nn  
extra 1 feet of d a y  plus a layer of 
s tone,  on top of tile cia!- cap cov- 
ering the radioactive waste anti 
residue. so  it can be ieit there for 
200 to 1.000 years. ROLE op- 

poses the pinn. 
So does :he t'edi-rni Env~rori;l;i-:~- 

:a1 Pro tec t~on  :jgency, the state 
Departiricrit oi Health and the state 
Department of Environmental Con- 
s e n a t i o n .  They say the current 
standard in use a t  the  site to contain 
the high-level radioactive residue.: 
is not good enough. 'The oniy an- 
slver, the!- say, it; removing the res- 
idues to n high-levei radioactive 
ivaste repository. {vhen one is built. 

Tile 355.000 cubic yards of radio- 
active materiai is from the l lanhat-  
tan Pro!ect. rvhich created the first 
atomic bomb. The  Letviston site is 
about 10 miies from the City of Ni- 
iigara Fails, nerir Lutts and Pletcher 
roads. T h e  t .ner ,q  department n ' i i l  
iiolti a n  "a\.nilnbility s e s s i o n . "  
\i.hich it likens Lo an open house, not 
;I public hearing, a t  the site from -1 
!o 7 p.m. Thursday. 

I ' l t j ~ r  \(, wo Danger, i. \ 

, What's buried there: 
6 Roughly two pounds of radium, or one-third of the world's 
mined supply. 

250,000 cubic yards of radioactively contaminated materials 
(soil and sludge). 

15,000 cubic yards of high-level residues from the 
processing of uranium ores. Most significant of these is 3,200 
cubic yards of residues code-name K-65 wastes, with a 
half-life of 1,600 years. I 

The K-65 wastes have half-life of 1,600 years. That means , 
half of its radioactivity will be gone after 1,600 years, but it will , still remain radioactive for a period of up to 16,000 years. I 

If, hypothetically, such residues escaped into the I 

environment , the radiation dosage to people would be so high 
that it would result in a risk of one in two people developing 
cancer, the EPA says. I 
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e e debated 
Henderson's allegation about the 

reclassification of waste was con- 
tained in a guest  edl tor~al  published 
by the Gazet te  in February. Con- 
gressman John J. LaFalce sen t  a 
copy of ~t to  E n e r ~  Secretary 
Hazel O'Leary in mid-March, along 
with a le t ter  asking that the depart- 

"I would take issz~e with Ron Kirk that this 
kind of disposal is adeqz~nt~for a i~umnrz- 
popz~lated area that we liue in. 9 9 

James Rauch 
Amherst activist 

its decision Rauch, an m h e r s t  pharn~acist,  m- In fact. the L5S.000 cubic yards of 
sposition o i  the  waste. vironmental activist and member of inaterial buried in Lewiston contains 
In the meantime, the e n e r q  de- the Sierra Club-Siagara, who him- roughly one-third of the world's 

had contacted the National self had made the  same allegation in mined supply of radium. 
o i  Sciences. an i n d e ~ e n -  a 1984 let ter  to  the editor published "These a re  special case ores" 

up o i  experts ,  and asked in T h e  Bufialo News. Rauch also op- that do not belong in the low-level 
my to review its plan for  poses the proposed final cap. categorl;. Rauch said. "I would take 

Rauch Lvrote that the energ .  de- issue with Ron Kirk that this kind of 
T h e  purpose of the academy re- partment's action to reclnssiiy the disposal is adequate for a liuman- 

, ,' view has not been made clear. waste is against a yucjear R ~ ~ I ~ ~ ~ -  populated area that w e  live in." 
/ Some officials say the academy ~vill ry Commission remiation labeled What a re  uranium tailings from 
/ only review the technical data sup- 10CFRG1. T h e  regulation speciiical- Africa doing in Lewiston and Niaga- 

ting the enera department*s ly excludes uraniumithorium wastes ra Falls? They were  the property of 
Put a final cap 'on the and tailings, which a r e  byproducts the 'lmerican subs id iap  of a Bel- 

of the processing of uranium ore ,  glan company, a major supplier of 
.Another said the academy will f rom the  low-level waste category, uranium ore  to the U.S. during 

ive a "risk assessment" of the he wrote. World War 11, according to h i s t o n  
But Ronald E. Kirk, the energy records. 

One oificial said that if the acade- department 's  site manager [or the T h e  U.S. e n e r m  department  as- 
the plan for a final cap is Lewiston site. said last \veek that sumed ownership of them .Aug. 26, 

Order 5820 dealt x; th  holv to man- 1983. in a 58 million cash and diplo- 
age  wastes  2nd "included Iolv-Ievel matic deal with the firm. .Afrimet- 

ill have to go back and wastes  a s  far a s  byproduct materi- Indussa Inc.. and the Belgium goy- 
al." - ernment .  

L a  a1 c e  s a i d  in a p r e p a r e d  The  material a t  the Niagara Fails tTnder  t e rms  of the agreement. 
the academy will Storage Site "has never  been cias- the e n e r a  department  accepted 

on the "validity" of sified a s  anything but byproduct long-term responsibility for about 
material. " Kirk said. Regulation 14.000 tons of residues stored a t  

the Lewiston site and about 9,700 lOCFR61 does allow for the land tons at  a site in Fernald, Ohio, In The  people on the panel from the  disposal of byproduct material. he return. Afrimet paid the U.S. $8 
ose  names have not said. m ~ l l i o n ,  including $ 7 6 3 . 0 0 0  p r e -  

" I t  d o e s  i n c l u d e  b y p r o d u c t  viously paid i n  stirage and rnainte- 
mate r ia l  bu t  e x c l u d e s  byproduc t  nance fees; both sites over  the 
material that is uranium and thorium previous 25 years. 
tailings, " Rauch said. 

A copyright article in the Gazette 
T h e  problem is that the uranium said that the set t lement  included 

tailings, o r  byproduct material, bur- "defense considerations" from the 
ied at  the  Lewiston site,  a r e  not do- Be lg ium g o v e r n m e n t .  F o r e m o s t  

to  O'Leary,  LaFalce mestic tailings but come from the was the Belgians' willingness to  
t the enerB'  Belgian Congo, Kirk said. .4nd the allow Pershing 11 and cruise missiles 

e n t  address the  issues raised by r a d i u m  c o n t e n t  o f  t h e  B e l g i a n  onitssoil,shouldtheU.S.andSovi- 
enderson in his opinion piece. Congo tailings is a s  high a s  60 per- e ty  governments fail to  come to an 
T h e  allegation isn't  new. Hender- cent ,  while domestic tailings a re  a rms  limitations agreement ,  officials 

on got his information from James only a t  1 o r  2 percent,  he said. said. 
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